2IO     MAIN DIVISIONS IN WORLD LITERATURE

Pdme meux ma mle> o guel
Paime mieux ma mke.

The song, however, is by no means limited to the primitive.
There are songs among the works of all the great poets. Those
in Shakespeare are as a rule dramatic devices, meant to enhance
an effect of contrast. But this detracts nothing from their sur-
passing loveliness. They offer an extraordinary range of appeal,
from the folklike, the merry and even the bawdy, to the tragic
and the philosophical. It is not surprising that Robert Burns, a
man of the people, should be a writer of songs 5 but of all the
works of mighty Ben Jonson, the one which has imperishable
life is the delicate musical trifle, "Drink to me only with thine
eyes.'3 Goethe did not disdain the Song (Heidenroslein). Hein-
rich Heine made the German Lied popular in Victorian Eng-
land, and some of his best known poems, Lorelei, The Two
Grenadiers, are inseparable in our minds from their familiar
tunes. There are even poets who have achieved their position in
literature solely as song writers. Thomas Moore is far better
known for his Irish Melodies than for his more ambitious Lalla
Rookh or for his Loves of the Angels. In France, Beranger,
who never ventured beyond the popular song, was once consid-
ered a major figure. He was the Laureate of the liberal bour-
geoisie and of the common people, a tuneful Voltaire for the
million 5 he contributed more than any other writer to the
spread of the Napoleonic Legend 5 and Thackeray thought it
worth his while to translate, or rather to adapt, several of his
songs.1

With the patriotic song, and particularly with the national
anthem, the genre should attain its highest degree of dignity.
But it is difficult to judge this type in terms of literature, for
unfortunately its poetic and musical merits are too often neg~

1In the 'nineties, two Montmartre cabarets, Le Chat Noir and Aristide
Bruant's, brought about a brilliant revival of the song. Bruant's were realistic
in the jargon of the slums, often with a tragic background and a genuine
sense of social pity 5 Le Chat Noir>s were ironical and sophisticated. Chat Noir
poets became Academicians, Senators, Cabinet Ministers.